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Typology

9. Real Property Fraud

Mr. X (Fraudster), purporting to be the owner of a parcel of
land, enters into an agreement for sale of the land with
Purchaser 1. As a result of this agreement for sale, Mr. X
provides a copy of his deed of ownership to Purchaser 1.
This deed reflects Mr. X as the owner of the said land,
having purchased the land from Vendor 1. Purchaser 1
seeks the services of an Attorney-at-law who conducts title
searches on the land. The title search revealed several
discrepancies such as, the copy of the deed received from
Mr. X, differed from the Deed held at the RGD, Land
Registry and the property description of the deed received
from Mr. X differed from the deed at the RGD, Land
Registry. Other discrepancies noted included the signature
of the Attorney-at-Law whose name and signature appears
as the preparing Attorney on the copy of the Deed from
Mr X appears unusual. Also, the deed to Mr. X from Vendor
1 showed an extensive time lapse between the dates of
execution, payment of stamp duty and subsequent
registration; and in-depth title searches suggest a series of
fraudulent deeds prior to the deed to Mr. X.(Diagram 7).
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